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PREAMBLE  
  
Whereas existing treaties between the United States and the Creek Nation have become insufficient to meet their mu
tual necessities; and whereas the Creeks made a treaty with the so-called Confederate States, on the tenth of July, on
e thousand eight hundred and sixty-one, whereby they ignored their allegiance to the United States, and unsettled the
 treaty relations existing between the Creeks and the United States, and did so render themselves liable to forfeit to t
he United States all benefits and advantages enjoyed by them in lands, annuities, protection, and immunities, includi
ng their lands and other property held by grant or gift from the United States; and whereas in view of said liabilities t
he United States require of the Creeks a portion of their land whereon to settle other Indians; and whereas a treaty of
 peace and amity was entered into between the United States and the Creeks and other tribes at Fort Smith, Septemb
er thirteenth [tenth,] eighteen hundred and sixty-five, whereby the Creeks revoked, cancelled, and repudiated the afo
resaid treaty made with the so-called Confederate States; and whereas the United States, through its commissioners, 
in said treaty of peace and amity, promised to enter into treaty with the Creeks to arrange and settle all questions rela
ting to and growing out of said treaty with the so-called Confederate States: Now, therefore, the United States, by its
 commissioners, and the above-named delegates of the Creek Nation, the day and year above mentioned, mutually st
ipulate and agree, on behalf of the respective parties, as follows, to wit:  
  
ARTICLE 1.  
  
There shall be perpetual peace and friendship between the parties to this treaty, and the Creeks bind themselves to re
main firm allies and friends of the United States, and never to take up arms against the United States, but always fait
hfully to aid in putting down its enemies. They also agree to remain at peace with all other Indian tribes; and, in retu
rn, the United States guarantees them quiet possession of their country, and protection against hostilities on the part 
of other tribes. In the event of hostilities, the United States agree that the tribe commencing and prosecuting the sam
e shall, as far as may be practicable, make just reparation therefor. To insure this protection, the Creeks agree to a mi
litary occupation of their country, at any time, by the United States, and the United States agree to station and contin
ue in said country from time to time, at its own expense, such force as may be necessary for that purpose. A general 
amnesty of all past offenses against the laws of the United States, committed by any member of the Creek Nation, is 
hereby declared. And the Creeks, anxious for the restoration of kind and friendly feelings among themselves, do her
eby declare an amnesty for all past offenses against their government, and no Indian or Indians shall be proscribed, o
r any act of forfeiture or confiscation passed against those who have remained friendly to, or taken up arms against, t
he United States, but they shall enjoy equal privileges with other members of said tribe, and all laws heretofore pass
ed inconsistent herewith are hereby declared inoperative.  
  
ARTICLE 2.  
  
The Creeks hereby covenant and agree that henceforth neither slavery nor involuntary servitude, otherwise than in th
e punishment of crimes, whereof the parties shall have been duly convicted in accordance with laws applicable to all
 members of said tribe, shall ever exist in said nation; and inasmuch as there are among the Creeks many persons of 
African descent, who have no interest in the soil, it is stipulated that hereafter these persons lawfully residing in said 
Creek country under their laws and usages, or who have been thus residing in said country, and may return within on
e year from the ratification of this treaty, and their descendants and such others of the same race as may be permitted
 by the laws of the said nation to settle within the limits of the jurisdiction of the Creek Nation as citizens [thereof,] s
hall have and enjoy all the rights and privileges of native citizens, including an equal interest in the soil and national 
funds, and the laws of the said nation shall be equally binding upon and give equal protection to all such persons, an
d all others, of whatsoever race or color, who may be adopted as citizens or members of said tribe.  
  



ARTICLE 3.  
  
In compliance with the desire of the United States to locate other Indians and freedmen thereon, the Creeks hereby c
ede and convey to the United States, to be sold to and used as homes for such other civilized Indians as the United St
ates may choose to settle thereon, the west half of their entire domain, to be divided by a line running north and sout
h; the eastern half of said Creek lands, being retained by them, shall, except as herein otherwise stipulated, be foreve
r set apart as a home for said Creek Nation; and in consideration of said cession of the west half of their lands, estim
ated to contain three millions two hundred and fifty thousand five hundred and sixty acres, the United States agree to
 pay the sum of thirty (30) cents per acre, amounting to nine hundred and seventy-five thousand one hundred and six
ty-eight dollars, in the manner hereinafter provided, to wit: two hundred thousand dollars shall be paid per capita in 
money, unless otherwise directed by the President of the United States, upon the ratification of this treaty, to enable t
he Creeks to occupy, restore, and improve their farms, and to make their nation independent and self-sustaining, and
 to pay the damages sustained by the mission schools on the North Fork and the Arkansas Rivers, not to exceed two 
thousand dollars, and to pay the delegates such per diem as the agent and Creek council may agree upon, as a just an
d fair compensation, all of which shall be distributed for that purpose by the agent, with the advice of the Creek coun
cil, under the direction of the Secretary of the Interior. One hundred thousand dollars shall be paid in money and divi
ded to soldiers that enlisted in the Federal Army and the loyal refugee Indians and freedmen who were driven from t
heir homes by the rebel forces, to reimburse them in proportion to their respective losses; four hundred thousand dol
lars be paid in money and divided per capita to said Creek Nation, unless otherwise directed by the President of the 
United States, under the direction of the Secretary of the Interior, as the same may accrue from the sale of land to ot
her Indians. The United States agree to pay to said Indians, in such manner and for such purposes as the Secretary of
 the Interior may direct, interest at the rate of five per cent. per annum from the date of the ratification of this treaty, 
on the amount hereinbefore agreed upon for said ceded lands, after deducting the said two hundred thousand dollars;
 the residue, two hundred and seventy-five thousand one hundred and sixty-eight dollars, shall remain in the Treasur
y of the United States, and the interest thereon, at the rate of five per centum per annum, be annually paid to said Cre
eks as above stipulated.  
  
ARTICLE 4.  
  
Immediately after the ratification of this treaty the United States agree to ascertain the amount due the respective sol
diers who enlisted in the Federal Army, loyal refugee Indians and freedmen, in proportion to their several losses, an
d to pay the amount awarded each, in the following manner, to wit: A census of the Creeks shall be taken by the age
nt of the United States for said nation, under the direction of the Secretary of the Interior, and a roll of the names of 
all soldiers that enlisted in the Federal Army, loyal refugee Indians, and freedmen, be made by him. The superintend
ent of Indian affairs for the Southern superintendency and the agent of the United States for the Creek Nation shall p
roceed to investigate and determine from said roll the amounts due the respective refugee Indians, and shall transmit 
to the Commissioner of Indian affairs for his approval, and that of the Secretary of the Interior, their awards, togethe
r with the reasons therefor. In case the awards so made shall be duly approved, said awards shall be paid from the pr
oceeds of the sale of said lands within one year from the ratification of this treaty, or so soon as said amount of one 
hundred thousand ($100,000) dollars can be raised from the sale of said land to other Indians.  
  
Note: Signers and Witnesses:  
  
In the presence of—  
  
D. N. Cooley, Commissioner Indian Affairs. [SEAL.]  
Elijah Sells, Superintendent Indian Affairs. [SEAL.]  
Ok-ta-has Harjo, his x mark. [SEAL.]  
Cow Mikko, his x mark. [SEAL.]  
Cotch-cho-chee, his x mark. [SEAL.]  
D. N. McIntosh. [SEAL.]  
James M. C. Smith. [SEAL.]  
  
J. W. Dunn, United States Indian agent.  



J. Harlan, United States Indian agent.  
Charles E. Mix.  
J. M. Tebbetts.  
Geo. A. Reynolds, United States Indian agent.  
John B. Sanborn.  
John F. Brown, Seminole delegate.  
John Chupco, his x mark.  
Fos-har-jo, his x mark.  
Cho-cote-huga, his x mark.  
R. Fields, Cherokee delegate.  
Douglas H. Cooper.  
Wm. Penn Adair.  
Harry Island, his x mark, United States interpreter, Creek Nation. (Freedman)  
Suludin Watie.


