
(1866) U.S. TREATY WITH THE CHOCTAW & CHICKASAW NATIONS  
PRIMARY DOCUMENT  
Post-Civil War division of Indian territory, Oklahoma  
Post-Civil War division of Indian territory, Oklahoma  
Image courtesy In Search of the Racial Frontier by Quintard Taylor  
Articles of agreement and convention between the United States and the Choctaw and Chickasaw Nations of Indians
, made and concluded at the City of Washington the twenty-eighth day of April, in the year eighteen hundred and six
ty-six, by Dennis N. Cooley, Elijah Sells, and E S. Parker, special commissioners on the part of the United States, an
d Alfred Wade, Allen Wright, James Riley, and John Page, commissioners on the part of the Choctaws, and Winche
ster Colbert, Edmund Pickens, Holmes Colbert, Colbert Carter, and Robert H. Love, commissioners on the part of th
e Chickasaws.  
  
ARTICLE 1. Permanent peace and friendship are hereby established between the United States and said nations; and
 the Choctaws and Chickasaws do hereby bind themselves respectively to use their influence and to make every exer
tion to induce Indians of the plains to maintain peaceful relations with each other, with other Indians, and with the U
nited States.  
  
ARTICLE 2. The Choctaws and Chickasaws hereby covenant and agree that henceforth neither slavery nor involunt
ary servitude, otherwise than in punishment of crime whereof the parties shall have been duly convicted, in accordan
ce with laws applicable to all members of the particular nation, shall ever exist in said nations.  
  
ARTICLE 3. The Choctaws and Chickasaws, in consideration of the sum of three hundred thousand dollars, hereby 
cede to the United States the territory west of the 98 deg. west longitude, known as the leased district, provided that t
he said sum shall be invested and held by the United States, at an interest not less than five per cent, in trust for the s
aid nations, until the legislatures of the Choctaw and Chickasaw Nations respectively shall have made such laws, rul
es, and regulations as may be necessary to give all persons of African descent, resident in the said nation at the date 
of the treaty of Fort Smith, and their descendants, heretofore held in slavery among said nations, all the rights, privil
eges, and immunities, including the right of suffrage, of citizens of said nations, except in the annuities, moneys, and
 public domain claimed by, or belonging to, said nations respectively; and also to give to such persons who were resi
dents as aforesaid, and their descendants, forty acres each of the land of said nations on the same terms as the Chocta
ws and Chickasaws, to be selected on the survey of said land, after the Choctaws and Chickasaws and Kansas Indian
s have made their selections as herein provided; and immediately on the enactment of such laws, rules, and regulatio
ns, the said sum, of three hundred thousand dollars shall be paid to the said Choctaw and Chickasaw Nations in the p
roportion of three-fourths to the former and one-fourth to the latter,-less such sum, at the rate of one hundred dollars 
per capita, as shall be sufficient to pay such persons of African descent before referred to as within ninety days after 
the passage of such laws, rules, and regulations shall elect to remove and actually remove from the said nations resp
ectively. And should the said laws, rules, and regulations not be made by the legislatures of the said nations respecti
vely, within two years from the ratification of this treaty, then the said sum of three hundred thousand dollars shall c
ease to be held in trust for the said Choctaw and Chickasaw Nations, and be held for the use and benefit of such of s
aid persons of African descent as the United States shall remove from the said Territory in such manner as the Unite
d States shall deem proper, the United States agreeing, within ninety days from the expiration of the said two years, t
o remove from said nations all such persons of African descent as may be willing to remove; those remaining or retu
rning after having been removed from said nations to have no benefit of said sum of three hundred thousand dollars, 
or any part thereof, but shall be upon the same footing as other citizens of the United States in the said nations.  
  
ARTICLE 4. The said nations further agree that all negroes, not otherwise disqualified or disabled, shall be compete
nt witnesses in all civil and criminal suits and proceedings in the Choctaw and Chickasaw courts, any law to the cont
rary notwithstanding; and they fully recognize the right of the freedmen to a fair remuneration-on reasonable and eq
uitable contracts for their labor, which the law should aid them to enforce. And they agree, on the part of their respec
tive nations, that all laws shall be equal in their operation upon Choctaws, Chickasaws, and negroes, and that no dist
inction affecting the latter shall at any time be made, and that they shall be treated with kindness and be protected ag
ainst injury; and they further agree, that while the said freedmen, now in the Choctaw and Chickasaw Nations, remai
n in said nations, respectively, they shall be entitled to as much land as they may cultivate for the support of themsel
ves and families, in cases where they do not support themselves and families by hiring, not interfering with existing 



improvements without the consent of the occupant, it being understood that in the event of the making of the laws, r
ules, and regulations aforesaid, the forty acres aforesaid shall stand in place of the land cultivated as last aforesaid.


